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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

JAMES  L.  GREGORY,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h.,  d.t.m.  &  hv. 

Sanitary  Inspectors 

Atcham  Rural  District 

tW.  H.  Purslow,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector. 

D.  H.  Corfield,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

C.  T.  Mabbott,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle 

*Leslie  Allen,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (resigned  30/6/53). 
t*Harold  Thomas,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Church  Stretton  Urban  District 
*K.  C.  T.  Jacks,  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Clun  Rural  District 

j*H.  Bramwell,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Inspector. 

*D.  H.  Young,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Additional  Inspector. 

Borough  of  Wenlock 

C.  J.  Thomas,  Cert.  R.S.I.  (resigned  30/6/53). 

I.  G.  Griffiths,  Cert.  R.S.I. 


Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

Bacteriologist  :  Dr.  C.  A.  JONES 
Public  Health  Laboratory 
Royal  Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury 
Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury  4389 


J  Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate  held. 

*  Also  holds  the  post  of  Surveyor  or  Assistant  Surveyor. 
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South  West  Salop  United  Districts 


PONTESBURY, 

1st  June,  1954 

To  the  Mayors,  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  districts  for  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  December,  1953. 

The  population  of  the  combined  Districts  at  midsummer, 
1953,  has  been  estimated  to  be  49,471.  Births  numbered  855 
(birth  rate  =  17.2)  and  Deaths  were  661  (death  rate=13.3). 

The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  again  low  but  Measles 
was  more  common  than  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no  cases 
of  Diphtheria  in  any  of  the  districts. 

Thirty  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  reported  and  of  these 
seventeen  were  of  the  Pulmonary  type  and  thirteen  non-Pulmonary. 
Deaths  from  this  disease  numbered  ten  and  the  death-rate  was 
0.202  per  1,000. 

There  were  thirteen  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year, 
and  this  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  15.2,  as  compared 
with  a  Rate  of  26.8  for  the  whole  country. 

The  applications  for  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to 
a  total  of  1,795,  most  of  these  being  in  the  Atcham  R.D.,  and  in  the 
Borough  of  Wenlock.  During  the  year  a  total  of  262  houses  were 
built. 

There  were  104  deaths  from  Cancer  which  is  about  the  same 
number  as  for  the  two  previous  years.  The  Death  Rate  from  this 
disease  was  2.090  per  1,000. 

I  should  like  to  thank  the  Surveyors  and  Sanitary  Inspectors 
for  their  help  with  certain  sections  of  the  Report. 

James  L.  Gregory,  m.b.,  f.r.f.p.s.,  d.p.h., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Atcham  R.D. 


Bishop’s  Castle 
M.B. 


Church  Stretton 
U.D. 


Clun  R.D. 


Wenlock  M.B. 


South  West 
Salop  United 
Districts 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

population — mid-1953 

21.230 

Area  (in  acres)  ... 

134,465 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .. 

5,920 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District 

£79,963 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 

£325 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

population — mid-1953 

1,287 

Area  (in  acres)  ... 

1,865 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .. 

418 

Rateable  V alue  of  the  District 

£6,378 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 

£25 

Registrar-General’s  estimate 

of 

the 

population — mid-1953 

2,701 

Area  (in  acres)  ... 

6,085 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  . 

889 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District 

£24,002 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 

495 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


population — mid-1953  ...  ...  9,503 

Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  132,512 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  3,031 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  ...  £28,854 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  ...  £104 


Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the 


population — mid- 1953 

...  15,020 

Area  (in  acres)  ... 

...  22,657 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

4,592 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District 

...  452,660 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 

£207 

Area  of  the  districts  (in  acres) 

...  297,584 

Total  estimated  population 

...  49,471 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

...  14,850 

Total  Rateable  Value  ... 

...  4191,857 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate 

...  £756 
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ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

.  .  . 

352 

194 

158 

Illegitimate 

... 

19 

9 

10 

Totals 

... 

371 

203 

168 

Birth  Rate=18.2 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

... 

10 

5 

5 

Illegitimate 

... 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

... 

11 

5 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate =28. 8 

Deaths  . 

214 

105 

109 

Death  Rate =9. 3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

No.  of 

Rate 

per 

deaths 

1,000 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per 

1,000 

legitimate  births 

8 

22.7 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per 

1,000 

illegitimate  births 

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births  . 

... 

8 

21.5 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  as  follows  : — 


Birth  Rate . 

.  15.5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

.  22.4 

Death  Rate . 

.  11.4 

Infant  Death  Rate . 

.  26.8 

BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

14 

8 

6 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

14 

8 

6 

Birth  Rate=13.2 
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Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle — cont. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still  Births — Legitimate  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Illegitimate  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

1 

1 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate=66.6 

Deaths  . 

49 

28 

21 

Death  Rate  =16.2 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  . . . 

Nil 

The  following  are  some  of  the  Rates  for  the  whole  country 
Birth  Rate  ... 


15.5 


Death  Rate  ... 

11.4 

Infantile  Mortality  ... 

... 

26.8 

Still  Birth  Rate 

CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 

22.4 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

45 

19 

26 

Illegitimate  ... 

3 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

48 

20 

28 

Birth  Rate =20.3 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

Nil 

— 

— 

Illegitimate  ... 

Nil 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate = Nil 

Deaths  . 

39 

12 

27 

Death  Rate =9.1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

(a)  Legitimate  Infants 

Nil 

— 

— 

(b)  Illegitimate  Infants 

Nil 

— 

— 

(c)  All  Infants . 

Nil 

— 

— 

Infant  Mortality  Rate = Nil 

The  following  were  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  : 

_ 

Birth  Rate . 

.  .  . 

15.5 

Death  Rate  ... 

.  .  . 

11.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  . 

... 

26.8 
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CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . 

147 

08 

79 

Illegitimate  ... 

17 

6 

1 

Totals 

Birth  Rate= 19.fi 

154 

74 

80 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . 

3 

•) 

1 

Illegitimate  ... 

. .  - 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

2 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate =19.1 


Deaths  .  93  35 

Death  Rate =7. 6 

Infantile  Mortality .  Nil 

58 

The  following  are  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  ... 

15.5 

Death  Rate  ... 

11.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ... 

26.8 

Still  Birth  Rate 

22.4 

BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

...  258 

129 

129 

Illegitimate  ... 

10 

4 

6 

Totals 

...  268 

133 

135 

Birth  Rate =19.2 

Still  Births  Legitimate  ... 

11 

4 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

13 

5 

8 

Still  Birth  Rate=4fi.2 
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Borough  of  Wenlock — cont. 

Total 

M.  F. 

Deaths  . 

266 

151  115 

Death  Rate=16.4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

No.  of 

Rate  per 

deaths 

1,000 

(a)  Legitimate  infants  per  1,000 

legitimate  births 

5 

19.2 

(b)  Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 

illegitimate  births 

— 

— 

(c)  All  infants  per  1,000  total  live 

births 

5 

18.6 

The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  were  as  follows  : — 
Birth  Rate .  . 

15.5 

Still  Birth  Rate 

...  22.4 

Death  Rate  ...  . 

...  11.4 

Infant  Death  Rate  ... 

...  26.8 
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SECTION  A 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  total  population  of  the  five  districts  is  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  as  being  49,471.  This  is  almost  the  same  number 
as  was  estimated  for  mid-1952.  The  figures  for  unemployment  remain 
low. 


NOTES  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

In  the  various  figures  for  each  separate  district  the  rates  shown 
have  been  the  “  corrected  ”  ones  and  can  therefore  be  compared 
with  similar  rates  for  other  districts  or  for  those  of  the  country 
as  a  whole.  In  the  following  notes  the  rates  are  the  crude  ones  in 
each  case. 

Births  and  Birth  Rates 

The  total  births  numbered  855  and  the  Birth  Rate  was  17.2 
(England  and  Wales=15.5). 

Still  Births 

There  were  28  Still  Births  and  the  Rate  was  31.7  (England  and 
Wales=22.4). 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  total  deaths  numbered  661  and  the  Death  Rate  was  13.3 
(England  and  Wales  =  11. 4). 

Puerperal  Deaths 

No  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Infantile  Mortality 

There  were  13  deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  15.2  which  is  the  lowest 
recorded.  Eight  infants  died  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  and  five  in  the 
Wenlock  M.B.  In  the  other  three  Districts  there  were  no  infant 
deaths.  (The  I.M.R.  for  England  and  Wales  was  26.8). 

Neo-Natal  Deaths 

The  deaths  of  eight  infants  under  the  age  of  four  weeks  was 
recorded.  The  Rate  was  9.3  per  1,000  live  births. 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by  194. 
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SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Staff 

The  names  and  qualifications  of  the  Officers  in  the  Health 
Departments  will  be  found  at  the  beginning  of  the  Report. 

During  the  year  Mr.  C.  J.  Thomas  resigned  from  the  post  of 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Wenlock  Borough.  His  place  has  been 
taken  by  Mr.  I.  G.  Griffiths.  At  Bishop’s  Castle  Mr.  Leslie  Allen 
resigned  and  Mr.  Harold  Thomas  was  appointed  as  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  water  samples,  milk,  and  ice 
cream  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal 
Salop  Infirmary,  Shrewsbury.  Chemical  analyses  are  carried  out 
at  the  Laboratory,  Chester. 

Ambulance  Services 

The  County  Council  have  a  central  ambulance  depot  at  Shrews¬ 
bury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury  2626),  from  which  an  ambulance  can  be 
obtained  when  required.  Ambulances  are  stationed  in  addition  at 
various  parts  of  the  County  but  it  is  best  to  contact  the  central  depot 
if  one  is  required  as  the  local  ambulance  may  be  out  on  duty  already. 

Hospitals 

Shrewsbury  is  the  hospital  centre  and  particulars  of  the  hospitals 
available  have  been  given  in  previous  Reports.  Infectious  Diseases 
are  treated  at  Monkmoor  Hospital  when  isolation  is  required.  The 
Sanatorium  for  Tuberculosis  is  at  Shirlett  and  Orthopaedic  Cases 
are  sent  to  Oswestry. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

Particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by  District  Nurses,  Mid¬ 
wives  and  Health  Visitors  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics 

The  County  Council  provide  School  Clinics  and  Welfare  Centres 
at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Church  Stretton,  and  at  Ironbridge.  At  Broseley 
and  Much  Wenlock  there  are  Welfare  Centres.  A  site  has  been 
selected  for  a  Welfare  Centre  at  Madeley  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
will  be  built  in  1954.  Particulars  of  the  attendances  at  the  Welfare 
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Centres  can  be  found  in  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  There  is  need  for  a  Welfare  Centre  at  Pontesbury. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

This  is  carried  out  either  by  the  County  Health  Medical  Staff 
at  Welfare  Centres  or  School  Clinics  or  by  private  doctors.  The 
number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  has  declined  rapidly  since 
1942  and  since  1947  the  only  cases  notified  were  two  in  1949,  one 
of  which  proved  fatal.  In  1953  no  cases  were  notified. 

Children  may  also  be  inoculated  against  Whooping  Cough  if 
their  parents  so  desire  and  ask  for  this  to  be  done.  Details  of  the 
numbers  immunised  may  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Chest  Clinic 

This  Clinic  is  at  17  Belmont,  Shrewsbury  (Tel.  No.  Shrewsbury 
3068)  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  usually  sent  to  it  by  General 
Practitioners.  During  the  year  ending  on  31st  December,  1953,  a 
total  of  30  new  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  and  of  these  there 
were  26  Pulmonary  Cases  (10  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  and  16  in  the 
Borough  of  Wenlock).  The  other  four  cases  were  non-pulmonary 
and  there  was  one  case  in  each  of  four  of  the  areas.  No  new  cases 
were  reported  from  the  Borough  of  Bishop’s  Castle. 

The  four  non-pulmonary  cases  were  all  in  children  under  the  age 
of  12  years.  During  the  last  50  years  the  number  of  such  cases  in 
children  has  been  greatly  reduced  over  the  whole  country.  The 
work  done  to  improve  the  milk  supply  and  free  it  from  infection 
with  Tubercle  Bacilli  has  no  doubt  helped  greatly  in  this  reduction 
of  the  disease  among  young  children.  The  education  of  people  as 
to  the  fact  that  Tuberculosis  is  an  Infectious  Disease  has  also  helped 
to  save  the  children  from  being  infected  by  other  cases  in  their 
homes. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic 

This  is  held  at  1  Belmont,  Shrewsbury,  at  the  following  times  : — 
Males  :  Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  6-8  p.m. 

Females  :  Mondays  and  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 


Home  Help  Service 

The  County  Council  have  a  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Home  Helps 
and  there  is  an  office  in  Church  Stretton. 

At  Bishop’s  Castle  a  Home  Help  is  provided  for  by  the  Rachel 
Humphrey’s  District  Nurses  Charity,  of  which  the  trustees  are  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  Borough.  The  Clerk  is  Mr.  F.  Lavender. 
The  sick  poor  are  not  charged,  but  in  other  cases  a  donation  is 
asked  for. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREAS 

This  section  of  the  Report  deals  with  water  supplies,  sewerage 
and  sewage  disposal,  public  cleansing,  rodent  control  and  the 
inspection  of  factories  and  workshops.  Conditions  in  each  of  the 
districts  are  dealt  with  separately  so  as  to  make  it  easier  for  reference. 

The  demand  for  water  supplies  and  other  things  is  usually 
greatest  in  the  more  Urban  Districts  where  the  houses  are  more 
concentrated.  It  is  usually  estimated  that  villages  with  a  population 
of  300  or  more  require  a  public  water  supply  and  also  sewage  dis¬ 
posal  works,  etc.  Isolated  houses  in  the  country  can  usually  have 
a  private  water  supply  and  drainage  from  the  house  can  usually 
be  disposed  of  without  any  danger  to  other  persons.  When,  how¬ 
ever,  a  number  of  Council  Houses  are  built  in  a  village  something 
has  to  be  done  to  provide  Public  Services,  as  we  cannot  have  a 
large  number  of  houses  without  a  safe  water  supply,  etc. 

In  addition  to  the  growth  in  the  size  of  villages  there  is  also 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  older  water  supplies  may  not  now  be 
adequate  in  amount  or  of  suitable  purity  and  this  raises  the  question 
of  where  a  new  supply  is  to  be  obtained.  In  some  cases  also  where 
there  is  a  disposal  works  for  sewage  this  may  become  overloaded 
or  otherwise  unfit  and  a  new  works  is  necessary  if  sewage  is  to  be 
dealt  with  safely. 

In  many  cases  the  building  of  new  houses  which  are  needed  very 
much  has  been  held  up  on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  getting  sites, 
water  supplies,  etc.  The  site  of  some  towns  or  villages  may  make  it 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  building  areas  where  houses  can  be 
built  and  a  good  water  supply  obtained. 


ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  no  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  from 
the  Council’s  two  main  supplies — West  Atcham  and  Pimhill. 
The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  properties  served  by 
these  two  supplies  : — 

Properties  Changed  in 
served  12  months 

Keys  to  stand-pipes  ...  ...  661  —12 

Domestic  connections  ...  ...  1,818  +256 

Metered  supplies  ...  ...  ...  650  +92 
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Purity  of  Supplies 

Samples  of  both  supplies  are  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  Both  supplies  are  chlorinated  and  the  following  are  the  results 
of  sampling  : — 

Total 

Source  samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

West  Atcham  Supply  35  25  10 

Pimhill  Supply  ...  6  6  — 

The  Surveyor  has  supplied  the  following  notes  on  new  supplies. 

East  Atcham  Water  Supply  Scheme 

Following  the  limited  yield  of  water  from  the  new  borehole  at 
Uckington  some  possible  additional  sources  of  supply  have  been 
considered.  An  application  has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  permission  to  carry  out  a  test 
on  the  borehole  which  exists  at  Condover. 

Church  Preen 

The  small  pumping  station  with  submersible  pumping  equip¬ 
ment  has  now  been  in  operation  since  the  middle  of  1953,  and  satis¬ 
factorily  serves  the  requirements  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Site. 

Cressage 

The  small  pumping  station  with  submersible  pumping  equip 
ment  will  shortly  be  in  operation  and  will  meet  the  needs  of  the 
whole  of  the  Council’s  housing  development  both  old  and  new. 

Cross  Houses 

The  3  in.  water  main  connecting  the  Hospital  pumping  station 
with  the  Council’s  housing  site  water  mains  has  been  laid.  So  far 
it  is  not  yet  in  operation  owing  to  a  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the 
6,000  gallon  elevated  reserve  tank  which  is  required  by  the  Hospital 
Board.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  completed  early  in 
1954. 

Emstrey 

Approximately  Is  miles  of  3  in.  and  4  in.  water  main  has  been 
brought  into  operation  to  serve  County  Council  Small  Holdings 
and  private  consumers  between  Shrewsbury  Borough  Boundary 
and  Atcham  Bridge.  The  water  is  obtained  in  bulk  from  the 
Corporation  of  Shrewsbury. 

The  Oaks 

It  has  been  proposed  to  lay  a  3  in.  diameter  extension  of  the 
water  main  from  Wrentnall  to  The  Oaks.  This  would  serve  three 
farms  and  two  cottages. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

In  Rural  Districts  there  are  several  matters  which  may  raise 
the  need  for  sewage  disposal  works  to  be  constructed.  Among  these 
are — the  building  of  a  number  of  Council  Houses  in  a  village,  the 
growing  water  mindedness  of  the  people,  and  the  installation  of 
a  piped  water  supply.  From  a  health  stand-point  the  need  may  be 
required  because  of  : — 

(a)  A  possibility  of  pollution  of  the  drinking  water. 

(b)  A  direct  nuisance  in  the  village. 

(c)  Serious  river  pollution. 

The  presence  of  a  local  factory  from  which  there  is  an  effluent 
is  also  a  reason  for  a  disposal  works  to  be  constructed. 

Treatment  of  sewage  may  either  be  by  land  treatment  or  by 
works  with  filter  beds,  etc.  The  former  method  is  the  less  expensive 
one  but  is  not  always  possible.  Heavy  clay  or  fissured  soils  such 
as  limestone  are  not  suitable  for  land  treatment.  In  the  second 
method  the  works  may  be  satisfactory  when  completed  but  they 
require  efficient  supervision  and  control  and  although  this  may  be 
possible  at  a  town  it  is  not  so  easily  carried  out  in  scattered  rural 
areas.  With  such  works  there  should  be  a  periodical  inspection  by 
the  engineer  who  designed  the  works  so  that  he  may  report  on 
anything  which  requires  some  attention  if  the  works  are  to  function 
in  a  really  satisfactory  way. 

Bayston  Hill 

In  Part  I  of  the  village  Sewerage  Scheme  to  service  the  Council’s 
Housing  Site  at  Upper  Pulley,  the  construction  of  12  in.  sewers  has 
now  been  completed  and  progress  is  continuing  on  the  6  in.  sewers. 
Part  II  of  the  scheme  to  connect  the  existing  village  sewers  to  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury  received  the  sanction 
of  the  Ministry  in  the  middle  of  1953  and  is  now  nearing  completion. 
The  scheme  will  clear  up  the  pollution  occurring  in  the  Rea  Brook 
tributary  at  Sharpstones  Lane. 

Application  for  loan  sanction  will  shortly  be  made  to  the  Ministry 
in  respect  of  Part  III  of  the  scheme,  involving  the  re-sewering  of 
the  whole  of  the  village  proper. 

Eaton  Constantine 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  to  serve  the  further 
development  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Site  has  now  been  completed. 

Cressage 

The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  to  serve  the  further 
development  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Site  is  progressing  satis¬ 
factorily. 
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Minsterley 

The  scheme  to  serve  the  further  development  of  the  Council’s 
Housing  Site  has  been  completed. 

Pontesbury 

The  re-building  and  modernisation  of  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  in  this  village  is  under  consideration  at  the  present  time. 
These  works  are  now  very  much  over-loaded  and  is  probably  dealing 
with  a  sewage  flow  considerably  greater  than  that  for  which  it  was 
designed  in  1910. 

Church  Preen 

The  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  to  serve  the  Council’s 
Housing  Estate  has  now  been  in  operation  since  the  middle  of  1953. 


Sanitary  Inspectors’  Visits 

The  following  list  gives  the  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  during  the  year  : — 

No.  of  visits 


Housing  applications  and  new  tenancies  . . .  844 

Housing  maintenance  ...  ...  ...  ...  481 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  ...  ...  ...  478 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

Water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 

Visits  under  Sect.  13  Food  and  Drugs  Act  ...  248 

Caravans  and  temporary  dwellings  ...  ...  40 

Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  131 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Under  Pests  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  692 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Milk  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Refuse 

During  the  year  a  new  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased  and  brought 
into  use.  The  vehicle  is  a  five-ton  long  wheel  base  type  with  a  15 
cu.  yd.  “  Derby  ”  body.  With  the  full  complement  of  personnel,  it 
has  accomplished  what  was  intended  by  collecting  the  whole  of 
one  day’s  refuse  in  one  load  with  one  journey  to  the  tip. 

With  the  increase  of  houses  in  the  district,  however,  the  several 
benefits  and  economies  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  this 
vehicle  has  partly  been  nullified. 

The  district  is  divided  into  two  with  the  use  of  two  lorries  and 
a  staff  of  two  drivers  and  five  loaders.  A  third  lorry  is  held  in 
reserve  for  possible  breakdown  of  the  service.  This  lorry  is  the 
one  which  was  replaced  by  the  vehicle  described  above. 
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Fortnightly  collection  of  refuse  over  the  whole  district  is  made  ; 
with  a  few  exceptions  in  isolated  areas  by  agreement  with  persons 
concerned. 

There  are  five  tips  in  the  district  and  controlled  tipping  is 
practised.  The  amount  of  refuse  deposited  at  the  tips  over  the 
year  is  estimated  at  roughly  3,300  tons.  The  15  cu.  yd.  lorry  carries 
approximately  5  tons  of  refuse,  whereas  the  7  cu.  yd.  carries  approxi¬ 
mately  2J  tons  of  refuse. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  considerable  illness  amongst 
members  of  the  staff  of  the  vehicles,  but,  by  employment  of  tem¬ 
porary  labour,  the  service  was  maintained. 

The  position  regarding  disposal  of  clean  waste  paper  improved  a 
little.  Where  occupiers  of  premises  separately  bundle  clean  dry 
waste  paper,  it  is  stored  and  baled  for  sale  to  the  mills. 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Water  Supply 

A  shortage  was  experienced  during  the  month  of  July.  Reports 
were  received  on  ten  samples  of  water  and  of  these  three  were 
satisfactory  and  seven  were  not.  No  decision  has  yet  been  reached 
with  regard  to  any  additional  supply  for  the  town. 

Sewage  Works 

A  visit  has  now  been  made  to  the  Works  by  an  Engineer  and 
a  Report  made  to  the  Council.  The  present  Works  were  constructed 
in  1910  to  serve  a  population  of  1,500  and  a  flow  of  sewage  daily  of 
30,000  gallons.  The  daily  flow  now  reaches  36,000  gallons  so  that 
the  Works  are  overloaded  and  would  be  more  so  if  further  houses 
were  built  and  connected  to  the  sewers  or  if  a  School  and  Canteen 
were  connected.  The  Engineer  has  pointed  out  the  alterations  and 
extensions  which  would  be  required  so  that  the  Works  could  deal 
with  a  flow  of  50,000  gallons  per  day.  The  cost  is  estimated  at 
£7,500. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

As  in  former  years  a  weekly  collection  is  carried  out  by  contract. 
Disposal  is  at  a  place  at  Moat  Hill  but  the  Surveyor  reports  that 
this  tip  is  almost  full. 

Rodent  Control 

The  Council  share  an  official  with  the  Clun  R.D.C.  The 
Inspector  states  that  18  contracts  were  made  during  the  year  for 
treatment  with  regard  to  rat  infestations. 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  the  Council  took  over  the  water  supply  at  All 
Stretton  from  the  All  Stretton  Water  Works  Company.  Plans  for 
improving  the  supply  and  the  distribution  mains  are  in  course  of 
preparation. 

The  Council  have  also  taken  over  the  bore-hole  at  The  Maltings 
from  the  War  Department  and  water  from  this  source  can  now  be 
pumped  into  the  town  supply  when  required.  Samples  of  this 
supply  have  been  examined  and  are  satisfactory  both  chemically 
and  bacteriologically.  This  extra  source  should  prove  of  great 
value  in  the  future. 

Of  the  seventeen  new  houses  built  during  the  year  one  was 
connected  to  an  existing  private  supply  and  the  other  sixteen  to 
the  mains.  The  Surveyor  reports  that  750  of  the  houses  in  the  area 
are  now  connected  to  the  mains. 

The  extension  of  the  mains  to  Marshbrook  was  completed 
during  the  year  by  agreement  with  the  Ludlow  Rural  Council 
whose  houses  at  Marshbrook  now  obtain  a  supply. 

The  water  main  from  the  Gas  Works  area  to  Little  Stretton 
was  found  to  be  insufficient  in  size  and  in  1954  it  is  planned  to  lay 
a  new  5  in.  main  here  so  that  the  houses  in  Little  Stretton  will 
obtain  a  more  adequate  supply.  The  main  to  Marshbrook  will  be 
a  3  in.  one. 

During  the  year  there  was  no  shortage  of  supply  from  the  three 
sources.  This  was  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  long  period 
without  rain  in  the  summer  months.  The  new  supply  from  the 
Maltings  Bore  Hole  will  be  of  great  value  in  the  future,  as  not  only 
is  there  the  chance  of  the  three  supplies  from  the  Longmynd  being 
reduced  in  a  dry  period  but  the  extra  supply  now  required  for 
Marshbrook  will  make  more  demand.  In  addition  to  this  the 
Council  are  considering  supplying  All  Stretton  from  the  Church 
Stretton  supply  if  this  is  possible.  The  Surveyor  has  been  asked 
to  draw  up  a  report  on  this  matter. 

Purity  of  Supplies 

The  three  main  supplies  are  all  chlorinated,  but  not  filtered 
before  going  to  supply.  The  following  are  the  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  taken  during  the  year. 


New  Pool  Hollow  ...  12 

Town  Brook  Hollow  12 

All  Stretton  ...  ...  19 

The  Maltings  Bore  ...  6 


Source  samples 


Total 


Satisfactory 

samples 


10 

12 

17 

6 


Unsatis¬ 

factory 

samples 

9 


18 


Purity  of  Samples 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  Report  on  the  chemical  analysis 
of  a  sample  taken  from  the  Maltings  Bore  on  the  29th  August,  1951  : 


Parts  per  million 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution  ...  ...  140.0 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  1.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 

in  4  hours  at  80  F.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  0.001 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  18.0 

Metallic  Impurities  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


A  further  Report  in  November,  1953,  showed  the  pH  value  of 
the  water  to  be  6.6.  No  plumbo  solvent  action  was  found  to  be 
present. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  present  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Little  Stretton  were 
made  in  1905.  The  population  estimated  for  was  2,000  and  the 
works  consisted  of  septic  tanks  (2),  contact  beds  and  storm  water 
filters.  There  was  also  five  acres  of  land  for  irrigation  of  the  effluent. 

At  All  Stretton  no  progress  has  been  made  with  regard  to  a 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  but  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be 
possible  to  carry  out  such  work.  It  will  not  be  possible  to  build 
more  houses  there  until  this  is  done. 

A  sample  of  the  effluent  from  the  Little  Stretton  Works  was 
taken  during  the  year  and  proved  satisfactory.  The  connection 
of  many  of  the  houses  at  Little  Stretton  to  the  main  sewer  has  not 
yet  been  carried  out. 

Pest  Control 

This  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year  by  an  employee  of 
the  Ludlow  R.D.  Council  who  works  in  Church  Stretton  for  one 
week  in  every  two  months. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

During  the  year  it  has  been  found  impossible  for  the  two  men 
employed  at  this  work  to  carry  out  a  weekly  collection  in  all  parts 
of  the  area.  At  All  Stretton  and  Little  Stretton  the  collections 
have  therefore  been  fortnightly  and  in  Church  Stretton  they  have 
been  weekly.  The  Surveyor  hopes  to  be  able  to  get  a  larger  collec¬ 
tion  vehicle  and  also  the  additional  services  of  another  man  for 
two-and-a-half  days  weekly,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  resume  a 
weekly  collection  over  the  whole  area. 


19 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Water  Supplies 

The  Inspector  reports  that  there  was  not  any  serious  shortage 
of  water  in  connection  with  any  of  the  Council’s  supplies  during  the 
year  although  a  temporary  pump  had  to  be  fitted  on  the  new  bore¬ 
hole  at  Bucknell  to  assist  the  supply  over  a  period  of  some  two 
months. 

At  Clunbury  the  supply  fell  rather  low  and  it  is  proposed  to 
construct  a  better  collecting  chamber  on  Clunbury  Hill  and  obtain 
more  water. 

The  open  Reservoir  at  Chirbury  was  covered  and  a  small  higher 
level  Reservoir  was  constructed  to  serve  the  twelve  new  houses 
and  flats. 

Some  consumers  at  the  higher  points  on  the  Rorrington  and 
Marton  Supply  can  only  obtain  water  at  certain  hours  of  the  day. 
This  appears  to  be  due  to  the  poor  carrying  capacity  of  the  old 
two  inch  diameter  main  which  is  very  badly  corroded.  It  is  hoped 
that  consent  will  soon  be  obtained  to  commence  on  the  new  supplies 
to  this  area. 


New  Water  Supply  Schemes 

Approval  of  the  three  schemes  which  were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  some  time  ago  has  not  yet  been  obtained.  These  were  as 
follows  : — 

1.  Chirbury,  Marton,  Bent  Lont,  etc. 

2.  Linley  More,  Lydham,  Norbury  and  Wentnor. 

3.  Edgton. 

Work  in  now  in  progress  to  bring  water  from  the  bore-hole  at 
More  to  the  new  houses  being  built  at  Lydham.  This  main  may 
also  be  used  shortly  to  supply  all  or  part  of  the  villages  of  Lydham 
and  More. 

The  boring  at  Mytton  Dingle  was  completed  and  a  scheme  to 
supply  Snailbeach  and  Stiperstones  from  this  source  is  in  course  of 
preparation.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  obtain  consent  to 
proceed  with  the  Chirbury  and  Marton  supply  and  it  is  hoped  that 
progress  will  soon  be  made. 
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Reports  on  Water  Samples 


Bucknell 

Newcastle 

Marton 

Knighton 

Chirbury 

Clunbury 

Brockton-Worthen 
Clungunford  and 


Supply 


Total  No.  No.  not 

samples  satisfactory  satisfactory 


2 

5 

3 

4 
3 
3 

5 


2 

1 


3 
2 
2 

4 


4 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Aston  on  Clun 
Clun  ... 


4 

4 

4 


5 

4 

1 

1 


Kempton 

Clunton 


3 

3 


Totals 


42 


25 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

It  is  usually  considered  that  when  a  village  has  a  population  of 
300  or  more  the  need  for  a  Sewage  Disposal  Works  becomes  necessary. 
Isolated  houses  in  the  country  can  usually  arrange  for  sewage 
disposal  without  causing  a  nuisance  to  other  people  or  a  danger  of 
infecting  water  supplies.  However,  in  a  village  where  there  are  a 
number  of  houses  it  is  not  so  easy  for  each  house  to  have  a  separate 
system  and  this  is  especially  so  when  a  number  of  new  houses  are 
being  built  in  a  village.  From  a  Public  Health  aspect  the  chief 
dangers  of  unsatisfactory  sewage  disposal  in  a  village  are  : — 

(a)  The  possible  pollution  of  a  water  supply. 

(b)  The  creation  of  a  nuisance. 

(c)  The  pollution  of  a  stream  or  river. 

The  Surveyor  reports  that  the  work  of  maintaining  the  many 
smaller  works  is  increasing  and  therefore  a  portable  power-driven 
pump  has  been  obtained  for  the  emptying  of  the  tanks.  When 
works  are  constructed  they  may  be  satisfactory  when  left  by  the 
firm  concerned  but  they  need  careful  supervision  as  otherwise  they 
may  get  out  of  order.  The  supervision  of  such  works  in  a  scattered 
Rural  District  is  much  more  difficult  than  it  is  in  a  town  as  it  means 
a  lot  of  travelling  for  the  Officer  in  charge  of  the  various  works.  It 
has  been  advised  that  such  works  should  be  seen  by  the  Engineer 
who  built  them  from  time  to  time  so  he  can  report  as  to  their 
condition.  Faults  can  then  be  corrected  before  they  result  in 
serious  damage  to  the  works.  Schemes  of  sewage  disposal  are 
needed  in  some  of  the  villages  in  the  area. 
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Refuse  Collection 

Work  is  still  on  a  Parish  basis.  In  addition  to  the  collections 
at  Clun,  Lydbury  North  and  Stowe,  a  collection  now  takes  place  at 
Worthen.  It  is  hoped  that  the  area  at  Newcastle  will  be  served 
early  in  1954.  Bucknell  Parish  also  needs  this  service  and  a  lease 
to  use  a  quarry  as  a  tip  is  awaited. 

Pest  Control 

This  work  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  year  and  the 
results  have  been  satisfactory.  The  incidence  of  heavy  infestations 
is  less  than  formerly  and  the  system  of  trying  to  treat  all  infested 
properties  in  a  village  at  the  same  time  is  reducing  the  cases  of 
cross  infestation  between  neighbouring  premises. 

Chemical  Analysis 

A  sample  of  water  from  the  Mytton  Dingle  Borehole  was  sub¬ 
mitted  for  examination  in  July,  1953.  The  following  is  the  Report  : 

In  parts  per 
Million  of  Water 


Total  Solids  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  0.25 

Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  12.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in 

4  hours  at  80  F.  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  ...  ...  Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Lead — Copper — Zinc  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment  Minute  Trace 
Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  20.0 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  15.0 

pH  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.5 


The  above  Chemical  Analysis  is  satisfactory,  the  water  being 
of  great  organic  purity.  The  water  is  a  moderately  soft  one. 

(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c., 

Public  Analyst. 

8th  July,  1953. 


BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 

Water  Supply 

The  water  supplies  from  Beckbury  and  from  the  wells  at  Much 
Wenlock  were  satisfactory  during  the  year  and  are  chlorinated. 
At  Little  Wenlock  water  had  again  to  be  carried  during  the  summer 
months  and  samples  from  the  local  supply  were  not  satisfactory. 


At  Homer,  where  there  are  two  Public  Wells,  some  complaints 
were  received  regarding  the  water  and  an  investigation  made.  Of 
the  37  dwelling  houses  at  Homer  27  are  supplied  by  one  or  other 
of  the  two  wells.  The  water  from  these  wells  is  collected  into  a 
brick  chamber  with  a  concrete  slab  over  it  and  then  piped  to  a 
stand-pipe.  Of  eleven  samples  taken  nine  were  unsatisfactory  and 
eight  showed  the  presence  of  B.  coli  in  the  water.  The  Council 
have  asked  the  East  Shropshire  Water  Board  to  pipe  the  M.W. 
supply  to  this  village  but  this  has  not  yet  been  done.  At  Preen’s 
Eddy  the  water  has  not  yet  been  piped  across  the  River  Severn  and 
therefore  water  has  to  be  carried  from  the  other  side  of  the  River. 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  examination  of  samples 
taken  during  the  year  : — 


Supply 

Total 

samples 

Number 

Satis. 

Number 

Non-satis 

Beckbury  ... 

6 

6 

— 

Much  Wenlock  . . . 

8 

7 

1 

Little  Wenlock  ... 

3 

— 

3 

Private  supplies  ... 

31 

5 

26 

Homer  Wells 

11 

2 

9 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

A  weekly  collection  is  carried  out  in  most  of  the  area  and  the 
more  outlying  parts  have  a  collection  either  every  fortnight  or 
every  month.  Disposal  is  by  tipping. 

Night  soil  collection  is  carried  out  in  the  Madeley  Ward  and  the 
soil  is  disposed  of  at  the  Madeley  Sewage  Works. 


Pest  Control 


The  following  visits  have  been  paid  during  the 

year  by  the 

employee  wrho  deals  with  the  control  of  rats. 

Premises 

Visits 

Business  Premises 

312 

Private  Dwellings 

336 

Council  Properties 

312 

Agricultural  Premises 

72 

Inspections  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

The  following  number  of  visits  were  paid  by 

the  Sanitary 

Inspector  during  the  year 

Housing  Inspections 

278 

Complaints  received 

387 

Disinfection  of  houses  ... 

6 

Houses  re  over-crowding 

33 

Housing  Repairs  ... 

87 

Visits  under  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

92 

Inspection  of  Caravans  ... 

29 
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Sewage  Disposal  Works 


Samples  of  the  effluent  from  two  of  the  Disposal  Works  were 
reported  on  during  the  year.  It  will  be  remembered  that  samples 
from  the  Works  at  Madeley  and  Much  Wenlock  were  taken  in  1951 
and  in  both  cases  the  amount  of  solids  in  suspension  was  above  the 
recommended  figure.  The  following  are  copies  of  the  samples  taken 
in  1953  : — 


Sample  of  Final  Effluent  from  outlet  of  humus  tank  taken  from 
Madeley  Disposal  Works. 


In  parts  per 
100,000  of  water 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at 


65  F . 

1.5 

Suspended  Matter  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in 

10.0 

4  hours  at  80  F. 

1.8 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

9.5 

Reaction  pH 

7.1 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  ... 

Satisfactory 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

4.0 

Appearance 

Turbid 

Odour 

Nil 

The  amount  of  Suspended  Matter  in  this  sample  is  too  high  as 
it  should  not  exceed  3  parts  per  100,000.  The  Dissolved  Oxygen 
taken  up  in  5  days  (Biochemical  Oxygen  Demand)  is  satisfactory 
but  the  figure  for  Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  is  rather 
high,  as  it  is  usually  less  than  1.5  in  a  satisfactory  Effluent. 
Improvement  in  this  Effluent  is  desirable. 

(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c., 

Public  Analyst. 

Chester,  7th  April,  1953. 


Sample  of  Final  Effluent  from  outlet  of  Humus  Tanks  at  Broseley 
Modern  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 


In  parts  per 
100,000  of  water 

Dissolved  Oxygen  taken  up  in  5  days  at 


65  F . 

Suspended  Matter  ... 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in 
4  hours  at  80  F. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 
Reaction  pH 

Stability  Test  (Methylene  Blue  5  days)  ... 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

Appearance 

Odour 


1.0 

8.0 


0.72 

8.7 

7.0 

Satisfactory 

0.19 

Slightly  turbid 
Nil 
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The  amount  of  suspended  matter  in  this  sample  is  rather  high 
as  it  should  not  exceed  3  parts  per  100,000.  In  other  respects  the 
sample  is  satisfactory  and  if  the  suspended  matter  could  be  reduced 
this  would  be  regarded  as  a  good  effluent. 

(Signed)  Harold  Lowe,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c., 

Public  Analyst. 

Chester,  7th  April,  1953. 


FACTORY  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Section  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  requires  certain  parti¬ 
culars  to  be  reported  with  regard  to  matters  under  Part  I  and 
Part  VII  of  the  Act  which  are  administered  by  the  District  Council. 
In  regard  to  Factories  where  no  power  is  employed  the  Local 
Authority  enforce  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  of  the  Act.  In  Factories 
where  power  is  employed  the  Local  Authority  enforces  Section  7 
dealing  with  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences. 

In  Factories  where  more  than  twenty  persons  are  employed  or 
where  more  than  ten  persons  are  employed  above  the  ground  floor 
the  District  Council  have  to  be  satisfied  that  adequate  means  of 
escape  frotn  the  building  in  case  of  a  fire  are  provided. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  supplied  the  following  details 
regarding  inspections  made  in  1953  and  of  the  number  of  defects 
found  : — 


No.  on 

No.  of 

Written 

Defects 

Defects 

District  Register 

Inspect.  Notices 

found 

remedied 

Atcham  R.D.  ...  82 

105 

11 

31 

30 

Bishop’s  Castle...  27 

57 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton  21 

42  — 

— 

— 

Clun  R.D.  ...  24 

33 

3 

3 

3 

Wenlock  M.B.  ...  87 

118 

8 

9 

9 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  the  emphasis  in  matters  of  housing 
has  been  on  the  provision  of  new  houses.  The  number  built  each 
year  has  increased  but  the  demand  for  new  houses  is  still  very  high 
in  most  places. 

Another  point  is  that  the  older  houses  have  been  deteriorating 
at  a  considerable  pace.  Rents  have  been  frozen  but  the  cost  of 
repairs  have  about  trebled  since  1939  and  the  owners  of  many 
houses  simply  cannot  afford  to  keep  them  in  proper  order.  So, 
while  many  new  houses  have  been  built,  numbers  of  the  older 
houses  have  degenerated  into  slum  property.  It  has  been  reckoned 
that  about  one  third  of  the  total  houses  in  the  country  are  more 
than  seventy-five  years  old.  In  many  cases  such  houses  are  now 
beyond  repair.  The  demand  for  new  houses  is  therefore  likely  to 
continue  and  more  especially  as  it  may  not  be  possible  to  re-house 
all  persons  in  unfit  houses  for  some  time  to  come. 

Something  therefore  has  to  be  done  to  deal  with  this  problem 
and  the  most  obvious  step  is  to  amend  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts. 
It  has  therefore  been  proposed  to  allow  the  private  landlord  to 
raise  the  rent  within  strict  limits,  so  that  with  the  additional  money 
he  gets  he  will  be  able  to  carry  out  necessary  repairs.  A  tenant  may 
have  to  pay  an  increased  rent  and  many  may  object  to  this.  On 
the  other  hand  he  will  have  a  better  house  and  the  knowledge 
that  rather  more  than  the  extra  money  demanded  from  him  as  rent 
is  being  spent  on  the  house. 

The  slum,  or  near  slum,  property  is  another  problem  which  has 
to  be  dealt  with.  The  best  that  can  be  done  with  a  slum  is  to 
demolish  it  but  as  any  roof,  however  bad,  is  better  than  no  roof 
at  all,  destruction  cannot  take  place  until  alternative  accommodation 
is  found.  The  same  applies  to  a  certain  extent  to  the  near  slum. 

It  looks  therefore  that,  until  the  building  of  new  houses  has 
advanced  still  more,  the  temporary  repair  of  a  good  many  houses 
will  be  required.  This  is  not  a  very  satisfactory  step  perhaps  in 
some  ways,  but  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  other  way  to  deal 
with  the  matter.  The  only  other  alternative  might  be  a  vast  measure 
of  nationalisation  and  subsequent  subsidy  which  the  country 
could  not  probably  afford. 
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The  total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  in  all  the 
Districts  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,795.  The  numbers  in  each 
area  was  as  follows 


Atcham  R.D.  ... 

838 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

12 

Church  Stretton  U.D.... 

72 

Clun  R.D. 

197 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

676 

ATCHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  district 
Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ... 

Total  number  of  houses  completed  in  1953 — 

Council  Houses  ... 

Private  Houses  ... 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for 
Number  of  additional  houses  provided  by  conversion 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  . 

The  Surveyor  (Mr.  J.  R.  Sockett)  has  supplied  the  following 
figures  which  show  the  sites  on  which  Council  Houses  were  com- 


5,920 

654 


125 

38 

45 

2 

838 


pleted  during  the  year  and  also  the  sites  on  which  Council  Houses 
were  under  construction  on  the  31st  December,  1953. 

The  number  of  houses  which  it  is 
1954  is  also  given. 

Completed 

in 

hoped  to  commence  during 

Under  To  be 

construction  commenced 

Site 

1953 

at  31/12/53 

in  1954 

Acton  Burnell 

— 

— 

8 

Bayston  Hill 

— 

— 

30 

Bomere  Heath 

14 

— 

— 

Buildwas . 

12 

10 

— 

Church  Preen 

6 

— 

— 

Condover 

26 

— 

— 

Cressage . 

18 

12 

Cross  Houses 

28 

19 

— 

Eaton  Constantine 

— 

— 

12 

Ford 

9 

— 

— 

Grafton  . 

— 

— 

18 

Hanwood 

— 

— 

36 

Minsterley . 

18 

8 

38 

Pontesbury 

12 

— 

26 

125 


55 


180 


Totals 


27 


The  total  number  of  Council  Houses  completed  during  the  year 
is  higher  than  the  number  completed  in  1952  (89)  or  in  1951  (34). 

The  Inspector  reports  that  19  cases  of  over-crowding  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year  and  re-housed. 

Of  the  45  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  15  have  been 
approved. 

A  total  of  9  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  and  of  these  6 
were  demolished  and  the  remaining  three  closed. 


BOROUGH  OF  BISHOP’S  CASTLE 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  418 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  68 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1953  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  ...  12 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  as  at 
31/12/54 — 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  1 

New  Houses 

No  new  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  The 
twelve  houses  at  Kerry  Green  were  almost  completed  and  will  be 
ready  early  in  1954.  One  of  the  difficulties  with  regard  to  the 
building  of  new  houses  is  the  fact  that  the  water  supply  to  the 
towm  would  have  to  be  increased  to  supply  them  with  enough  water. 
The  present  supply  is  only  just  sufficient  for  the  present  houses  in 
the  town. 

Improvement  Grants 

One  application  for  a  Grant  was  received  during  the  year.  It 
has  now  been  approved  (1954). 

Overcrowding 

One  case  of  over-crowding  has  been  relieved  during  the  year 
and  there  have  been  no  other  cases  reported. 

Unfit  Houses 

As  mentioned  last  year  no  complete  survey  of  all  the  lower  rated 
houses  has  yet  been  made  but  the  Surveyor’s  estimate  of  the  different 
categories  into  which  the  houses  may  be  put  was  as  follows  — 
Number  fit  in  all  respects  ...  ...  ...  294 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  ...  ...  40 

Number  requiring  reconditioning  ...  ...  64 

Number  which  should  be  demolished  ...  ...  20 
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CHURCH  STRETTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  889 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  149 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1953 — 

(a)  Council  Houses .  Nil 

(b)  Private  Houses .  17 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  as  at 

31/12/53  6 

Number  of  applications  for  houses  ...  ...  72 


Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  1 

New  Houses 

No  new  houses  were  completed  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 
In  the  previous  year  a  total  of  36  houses  were  completed  in  Prossers 
Yard.  Seventeen  private  houses  were  completed  in  1953.  It  has 
not  yet  been  possible  to  build  new  houses  in  All  Stretton  as  the  new 
sewage  disposal  works  have  not  yet  been  built  but  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  not  be  postponed  much  longer  as  it  is  needed. 

Improvement  Grants 

One  application  for  a  grant  was  made  and  approved  by  the 
Council.  The  Ministry’s  approval  has  not  yet  been  received. 

Over-crowding 

No  new  cases  of  over-crowding  have  been  reported  during  the 
year. 

Unfit  Houses 

A  complete  survey  of  the  houses  with  a  view  to  finding  out 
how  many  are  unfit  has  not  yet  been  made.  It  is  expected  that  an 
Act  will  be  passed  in  1954  dealing  with  the  question  of  unfit  houses. 
The  people  who  live  in  some  of  them  may  be  re-housed,  but  in  other 
cases  power  will  be  given  to  the  Local  Authority  to  ask  the  land¬ 
lord  to  have  the  houses  made  reasonably  fit.  If  the  owner  cannot  or 
will  not  do  this  then  the  Authority  will  be  given  power  to  acquire 
the  houses  and  have  repairs  carried  out.  Since  the  war  most  of  the 
activity  in  housing  matters  has  been  in  the  way  of  building  new 
houses,  but  it  is  evident  that  every  year  many  of  the  older  houses 
are  becoming  unfit.  Therefore  in  cases  where  the  people  cannot  be 
re-housed  in  new  houses  just  at  once  it  will  be  necessary  for  such 
houses  to  be  repaired  for  a  period. 

Applications  for  Houses 

The  number  of  applications  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  72  as 
compared  with  58  in  1952. 


29 


CLUN  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ...  3,031 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Council  ...  212 
Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  ...  197 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  applied  for  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  completed  in  1953 — 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Private  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ..  7 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at 
31/12/53 — 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Private  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  flats  being  made  at  Aston  Hall  ...  10 


The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  houses  were  completed 
during  1953  and  also  the  sites  on  which  houses  were  under  construc- 


tion  on  31/12/53  : — 

Completed 

Under 

To  be 

in 

construction 

commenced 

Site 

1953 

at  31/12/53 

in  1954 

Chirbury  . . . 

8  (a) 

4(b) 

— 

Bucknell  . . . 

6 

6 

— 

Lydham  . . . 

— 

16 

— 

Aston  Hall 

— 

10  (flats) 

— 

Clun 

— 

■ — 

24  (c) 

Clungunford 

— 

- — ■ 

8 

Wotherton 

...  — 

— 

8(d) 

Private  Houses 

7 

i 

Totals 

21 

43 

40 

(a)  Four  of  these 

are  Gregory  Flats. 

(b)  These  four  are  also  Gregory  Flats. 

(c)  This  number  includes  8  Gregory  Flats. 

(d)  Includes  four  Gregory  Flats. 

The  flats  at  Aston  Hall  were  not  converted  by  the  end  of  the 
year  but  they  will  be  ready  in  1954. 

Improvement  Grants  were  applied  for  in  two  cases  and  these 
were  approved. 

One  case  of  over-crowding  was  investigated  and  the  family 
were  re-housed. 

The  houses  which  it  is  intended  to  build  at  Snailbeach  have 
not  been  built  as  the  water  supply  has  not  yet  been  approved  but  it 
is  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be  possible  to  build  these  houses. 
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BOROUGH  OF  WENLOCK 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  ... 

Number  of  Council  Houses  ... 

Houses  completed  in  1953 — 

Council  Houses  ... 

Private  Houses . 

Number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses... 
Improvement  Grants  applied  for 
Demolition  Orders  made  in  1953 
Council  Houses  under  construction  as  at 
31/12/53  . 


4,592 

1,047 

94 

5 

676 

Nil 

10 

no 


Of  the  total  number  of  applications  for  Council  Houses  the 
following  are  the  figures  for  the  individual  Wards  : — 


Ward 

Madeley 
Broseley 
Much  Wenlock 
Barrow  ... 


Applications 

..  447 

114 
91 
24 


The  total  number  of  applications  is  less  than  at  the  end  of  1952 
when  there  were  772  applications.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  greatest 
number  of  applications  is  from  the  Madeley  Ward. 


New  Houses 

The  following  are  the  sites  on  which  new  Council  Houses  were 
completed  in  1953  and  also  the  sites  on  which  houses  were  being 
constructed  as  at  31/12/53  : — 


Completed 

Under 

in 

construction 

Site 

1953 

at  31/12/53 

Beech  Road,  Madeley 

8 

8  (flats) 

Benthall 

8 

— 

Much  Wenlock,  New  Road 

...  10 

4  (flats) 

Broseley,  Southfield  Road 

...  28 

2 

Much  Wenlock,  King  Street 

— 

26 

Broseley,  Site  A 

...  12 

2 

Church  Street,  Madeley 

...  28 

6 

Broseley,  King  Street 

— 

62 

Unfit  Houses 

As  mentioned  above  Demolition  Orders  were  made  on  ten  houses 
during  the  year.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  there  is  a 
large  number  of  sub-standard  property  in  the  town,  but  owing  to 
the  extreme  shortage  of  houses  it  has  not  been  possible  to  deal  with 
all  the  houses  which  would  normally  be  placed  in  Category  V. 

Thirty-three  cases  of  over-crowding  were  reported  during  the 
year.  A  total  of  278  housing  inspections  were  made. 
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SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLY 
Meat  Inspection 

The  Ministry  of  Food’s  slaughter  houses  at  Shrewsbury  and 
Craven  Arms  have  been  in  use  during  the  year  and  inspection  of  the 
meat  has  been  carried  out  at  these  places  by  Inspectors  of  Food. 
Meat  rationing  comes  to  an  end  in  July,  1954,  and  Local  Authorities 
have  been  asked  to  arrange  that  premises  will  be  available  in  their 
districts  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals  for  human  food  when  the 
Ministry  ceases  to  operate  the  present  premises.  Private 
slaughtering  for  sale  has  been  in  abeyance  for  fourteen  years  so 
that  many  of  the  premises  which  were  previously  used  have  become 
unfit  for  use  unless  they  are  brought  into  better  condition.  Another 
difficulty  is  that  there  are  few  of  the  younger  men  who  have  had  any 
experience  of  slaughtering.  Several  of  the  butchers  would  be 
willing  to  continue  to  get  their  meat  from  a  Central  Abattoir  if 
this  could  be  arranged  for  and  would  not  then  need  to  spend  money 
on  their  own  premises  if  these  have  become  unfit. 

The  Committee  on  Slaughterhouses  in  their  Interim  Report 
state  that  private  slaughterhouses  must  not  be  allowed  to  slip 
back  into  the  conditions  of  pre-war  disorders  and  numbers  and 
it  is  also  recommended  that  a  licence  can  be  granted  to  last  till 
the  31st  July,  1957,  instead  of  only  for  thirteen  months. 

From  a  Local  Authorities’  aspect  it  is  essential  that  all  meat 
should  be  examined  before  being  sold  to  the  people  so  that  any 
meat  found  to  be  unfit  and  liable  to  spread  disease  can  be  condemned. 
In  a  Rural  Area  and  where  there  are  a  number  of  slaughter  houses 
this  work  of  inspection  will  naturally  take  up  a  considerable  amount 
of  an  Inspector’s  time  as  it  entails  a  lot  of  travelling  to  the  various 
places.  In  large  central  slaughterhouses  the  inspection  can  be 
carried  out  much  better  and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  to 
build  later  on  a  number  of  such  places  throughout  the  country. 
This  will,  however,  take  some  time  to  do  and  meanwhile  we  must 
see  that  the  smaller  places  to  be  used  are  reasonably  fit. 

Ice  Cream 

A  total  of  81  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  in  by  the  Inspectors 
during  the  year  and  of  these  85  per  cent  fell  into  Grades  I  and  II. 
The  Ministry’s  recommendation  is  that  80  per  cent  of  all  samples 
should  fall  into  these  grades  to  be  considered  satisfactory.  It  is 
essential  that  samples  should  reach  the  Laboratory  within  two 
hours  of  being  taken. 
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Number 

in  Grades 

Percentage  in 

Area 

I. 

II. 

III. 

IV. 

Grades  I  &  II 

Atcharn  R.D. 

..  41 

14 

6 

1 

90% 

Church  Stretton 

8 

2 

6 

1 

59% 

Wenlock  M.B. 

11 

1 

— 

— 

100% 

60 

17 

12 

1 

85% 

Milk 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  at  farms  is  now  carried 
out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Officers  but  the  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  have  still  to  be  responsible  for  milk  sold  from  dairies  where 
milk  is  sold.  Also,  of  course,  if  there  is  any  illness  which  is  being 
spread  by  milk,  samples  have  to  be  taken  by  the  Inspectors  and 
the  samples  examined  at  the  Laboratory  with  a  view  to  finding  out 
the  source  of  the  milk  being  infected. 

A  total  of  thirty-four  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
of  these  thirty-two  were  satisfactory  and  two  were  found  to  be 
infected  and  the  necessary  action  taken  with  regard  to  prevent 
infection  being  spread. 

There  are  two  Pasteurising  Plants  in  the  areas,  one  at  Hanwood 
and  one  at  Ironbridge  and  these  are  supervised  by  the  County 
Health  Department. 

No  outbreak  of  any  disease  due  to  milk  was  reported  during  the 
year. 

Unsound  Food 

The  Inspectors  report  that  in  all  the  Districts  various  amounts 
of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Most 
of  these  were  tinned  foods  of  various  kinds. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

During  the  year  a  total  of  1,464  cases  of  infection  were  notified 
by  medical  practitioners  in  the  five  Districts. 

In  the  previous  year  (1952)  the  total  number  notified  was  652 
and  the  increase  has  been  due  to  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  Measles  which  numbered  1,129  as  compared  with  341  in  1952. 
In  each  District  the  cases  of  Measles  were  chiefly  notified  in  the 
first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  any  of  the  areas  as  was  the 
case  in  the  previous  year.  The  protection  of  the  children  against 
this  disease  has  been  the  means  of  saving  a  great  number  of  them 
from  it  all  over  this  country. 

There  were  39  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  and  these  were  of 
a  mild  type.  Cases  of  Acute  Poliomyelitis  numbered  four  as  com¬ 
pared  with  one  case  in  the  previous  year. 

A  total  of  ten  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  and  in  two 
of  these  cases  the  organism  found  was  Salmonella  heidelberg, 
which  is  not  a  common  cause  of  infection  found  in  this  country. 

The  districts  were  free  from  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious 
disease  except  as  regards  Measles  among  the  children. 


Infectious  Diseases,  1953 


Atcham 

Church 

Clun 

Wenlock 

Disease 

R.D. 

Stretton 

R.D. 

M.B. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

24 

4 

9 

2 

39 

Whooping  Cough 

39 

4 

8 

143 

194 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Measles . 

560 

38 

152 

379 

1,129 

Pneumonia 

23 

21 

4 

16 

64 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

1 

2 

7 

Paratyphoid 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery  . 

2 

12 

— 

— 

14 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

4 

— 

— 

10 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

661 

84 

174 

545 

1,464 

The  protection  of  children  against  Diphtheria  is  carried  out 
either  by  the  County  Council  Health  Department  at  School  Clinics 
or  Infant  Welfare  Centres  or  by  the  Doctor  of  the  family. 
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A  letter,  with  a  detachable  consent  form,  is  sent  to  the  parents 
when  the  infant  reaches  the  age  of  six  months  and  if  the  form  is 
signed  by  the  parents  then  arrangements  are  made  for  the  child 
to  be  immunised.  If  the  child  is  not  immunised  at  this  time  a 
further  letter  is  sent  to  the  parents  just  before  its  first  birthday, 
stressing  the  value  of  immunisation. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  were  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  on  the  Regis¬ 
ters  of  the  Districts  as  at  31st  December,  1953  : — 

Area  Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

...  45 

36 

45 

44 

90 

80 

Bishop’s  Castle 

...  4 

2 

2 

2 

6 

4 

Church  Stretton 

...  9 

11 

9 

6 

18 

17 

Clun  R.D. 

•  ...  22 

18 

19 

19 

41 

37 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

...  41 

19 

21 

30 

62 

49 

S.W.  Salop 

....  121 

86 

96 

101 

217 

187 

The  above  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  number  of  the  Pul¬ 
monary  Cases  (Males  +9,  Females  +7)  over  the  figures  for  the 
previous  year. 

New  Cases  Notified 


A  total  of  30  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  this 
number  is  twelve  fewer  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  following 
are  the  figures  for  the  various  Districts 


Area 

Pulmonary 

N  on-pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

7 

3 

1 

0 

8 

3 

Bishop’s  Castle 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Church  Stretton 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Clun  R.D. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

7 

9 

1 

— 

8 

9 

S.W.  Salop 

14 

12 

3 

1 

17 

13 

— 

= 

— 

— 

= 

= 

Deaths  and  Death  Rates 

The  total  numbers  of  deaths  from 

Tuberculosis  numbered 

ten 

in  the  five  Districts  (eight  pulmonary  and  two  non-pulmonary). 
This  equals  a  Death  Rate  of  0.202  per  1 ,000. 

Two  of  the  pulmonary  deaths  were  in  the  Atcham  R.D.  one  in 
Clun  R.D.  and  five  in  Wenlock  M.B.  One  of  the  non-pulmonary 
deaths  was  in  Clun  R.D.  and  one  in  Wenlock  M.B. 
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There  has  been  throughout  the  country  a  very  marked  drop  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  but  the  number  of  notifica¬ 
tions  of  new  cases  remains  about  the  same  as  in  former  years.  This 
may  be  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  more  contacts  are  being  examined 
than  formerly  and  a  number  of  early  cases  found.  In  any  case  it  is 
of  importance  that  when  a  new  case  is  reported  every  effort  should 
be  made  to  find  the  way  in  which  he  has  been  infected.  Contacts 
in  the  home  and  also  in  the  place  where  he  works  should  be  examined 
if  possible.  The  disease  will  only  be  stamped  out  by  finding  out 
the  way  in  which  it  is  being  spread  and  taking  steps  in  the  preven¬ 
tion  of  new  cases  being  infected. 

CANCER 

During  the  year  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  was 
104  (Males  54,  Females  50).  The  deaths  in  previous  years  were  : 
in  1950  79,  in  1951  100  and  in  1952  109.  The  following  are  the 
figures  showing  the  number  of  deaths  reported  in  each  of  the 
Districts  and  the  Death  Rates. 


Deaths 

Death  Rates 

District 

M. 

F. 

per  1,000 

Atcham  R.D.  ... 

14 

18 

1.507 

Bishop’s  Castle  M.B.  ... 

4 

3 

5.439 

Church  Stretton  U.D.... 

3 

2 

1.851 

Clun  R.D. 

...  ... 

6 

14 

2.104 

Wenlock  M.B.  ... 

27 

13 

2.728 

S.W.  Salop 

54 

50 

2.090 

CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 

1953 

Atcham  Bishop’s 

Church 

Clun 

Wenlock 

S.W. 

Cause  of  Death 

R.D.  Castle 

Stretton 

R.D. 

M.B. 

Salop 

Heart  &  Circula- 

tory  Diseases 
Vascular  Disease 

74  28 

17 

31 

97 

247 

Nerv.  System 

38  8 

10 

15 

51 

122 

Cancer 

32  7 

5 

20 

40 

104 

Bronchitis 

10  1 

2 

2 

16 

31 

Accidents 

10  — 

— 

4 

8 

22 

Pneumonia 

5  1 

— 

1 

6 

13 

Influenza 
Tuberculosis — 

2  2 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Pulmonary . . . 

2  _ 

— 

1 

15 

8 

Non-pulmon. 

—  — 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes  ... 

41  2 

5 

18 

40 

106 

Totals 

214  49 

39 

93 

266 

661 
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The  number  of  deaths  during  the  year  were  92  more  than  in  the 
previous  year.  In  Atcham,  Church  Stretton  and  Clun  Districts 
the  number  of  deaths  were  the  same  as  in  1952. 

Of  the  twenty-two  deaths  from  accidents  10  were  due  to  motor 
accidents. 

Tuberculosis  was  the  cause  of  ten  deaths  as  compared  with  a 
total  number  of  seven  in  the  previous  year. 

It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  the  total  deaths  473  were  due  to  the 
first  three  causes  mentioned.  In  the  previous  year  there  were  400 
of  the  total  deaths  from  these  causes. 


Wilding  &  Son,  Ltd..  Shrewsbury. 


